Whitsunday(2026-2)


ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
"I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you... the Spirit of truth; whom the world can not receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."
+
	Today is called “Whitsunday” in the English church, elsewhere “Pentecost” because it is the 50th day of Easter, if one includes Easter day.  Easter is so great that it alone among the Church seasons incorporates another season:  Ascensiontide.  Whitsunday means "white Sunday" and traditionally was the final day for the newly baptized to wear their white garments from the Easter Vigil. 
	The commemoration of Pentecost goes back to the ancient Hebrews who kept the day as a harvest festival to commemorate the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai to Moses.  Indeed, the OT readings for Morning Prayer this weekend both come from Deuteronomy and talk of offering up a festival to God for giving a good harvest.  Pentecost was one of the three mandatory ancient Jewish Holy Days. 
	Pentecost was celebrated in early June fifty days after Passover to commemorate the giving down (or handing down) of The Law on Mt. Sinai.   Because it was in the summer pilgrim crowds could swell to even greater numbers than at Passover since the weather always would have been fine by Pentecost, as it is for us.  Thus, Jerusalem easily could have been full of pilgrims from distant parts of the Roman Empire, Parthians from Iraq, Medes from Iran, and Elamites from the Eastern shore of the Persian Gulf.
	Mirroring that the Christian Church has commemorated the “giving down”, the descent, of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles.  This celebration goes back to the very earliest days of the Church.  
	Early Church authors such as Tertullian along with the theologian Origen both mention the commemoration of the descent of the Holy Spirit in their writings at the very early third Century.  St. Irenaeus mentioned the commemoration in his writings at the very end of the Second Century.  This would place his account within a century of the death of the last Apostle, St. John's.
  	The passage read in our Gospel comes from just before the Last Supper when the Apostles are obviously aware that something really bad is about to befall their teacher.  Jesus is trying to cheer them up.  He tells them that the Father will send them the Paraclete, the Comforter.  
	Now "Comforter" here of course is not something one puts on his bed.  Instead, as I mentioned last week, as used in the King James Bible, "Comforter" really ought to be understood as someone or something which makes us brave.  Jesus is “sending in” someone, His Spirit, the Holy Spirit, who will make his people brave and able to do Jesus will by keeping His commandments by dwelling within them.
	In short, the Holy Spirit IS Jesus' Spirit. (Remember, he said "I will come to you".)  By baptism He comes and dwells within us which, unlike something outside us such as a textbook or another person, helps us to know inside what to do.  We can not perceive him with any of our senses just as we cannot know what our face looks like unless we can see a reflection. This is the reason Jesus says that the world cannot see the Holy Spirit. Many in society refuse to believe in anything that they can not detect with at least one of their senses. 
"Seeing is believing", we would say. (Although we have no trouble believing that our computer has rebooted with better Malware protection without seeing.)  Because some folk cannot quantify God in any way, they believe that He must not exist.  And thus, as Jesus said, they cannot see him. 
	We too only can perceive Jesus spirit with a NON sensory manner, in the same manner as we detect our conscience. Because he dwells in us, even though none of our human senses can perceive him, we can KNOW he is there.  
	This is not unlike a woman who perceives that she has become pregnant.  For several weeks nothing can be detected and measured by our human medical devices or senses, but the little life still is there and still growing, and the mother somehow just senses it.	
	A woman who just has become pregnant will not become conscious of it while out on the town the following night.  She most likely will not perceive her new condition either while being hyper busy at work the following week.  Such perception, realization,  comes in "down time" when there is quiet, when one has time to ponder and to reflect on how something seems “different”.  This may happen at dawn some Saturday morning when she finally perhaps has a few extra moments to herself and then begins to notice some "changes".
	Similarly, to perceive the Holy Spirit, Christ's own Spirit, within us, as I have said before, takes quiet time, time to reflect and ponder.  And this is what has been so typically lacking in human life, pre-Covid.  Our lives are filled with action, most commonly tied up with work and family.
	Once the new mom though, upon reflection, perceives the new spirit, the new life, within her she then has choices.  She either can embrace it and do everything to help it to develop to its utmost, or refuse to believe until confirmed by her senses via medical tests and keep.... partying until then.  By this time, any bad habits already might have affected negatively the new life  and limited its development.  Or, of course and tragically, she may decide she does not want this new life at all.
	While we probably all can understand how non-Christians could not perceive the Holy Spirit, we may be unclear as to why official Christians often appear so un-Christlike.   Many indeed may have His spirit within them but still can not see Him for other reasons.  They have stymied the development of Jesus' spirit given at their baptism.  
	As with the Pharisees, nominal Christians may profess belief in God, pray to him and intellectually know that He cannot be measured.  Yet many nominal Christians, as with Pharisees long ago, still insist that God “measure up” and be what they want Him to be.   By embracing this world goals and standards Christians can arrest the development of the HS within them, even effectively abort IT  by deciding that this whole Christianity “biz” is just silly and grab all of life that one can!
	The more we try to listen to the Holy Spirit and let Him guide us the more we will see him in our life and the more we will come to appreciate Him in our life.  The more time and attention one pays to anything the more he learns and the more he can see and interpret that item in daily life.  
	Once a student has studied geometry he may start seeing geometric shapes and angles everywhere.  An eighth grader can not read or understand the implications of a CAT scan, but a doctor can.  An artist, or art teacher such as our deacon, can look at a Picasso and be amazed, while an ordinary person, like your pastor, may see only very strange looking lines and cubes.  
	Abilities do not develop overnight but take time and effort.  Similarly, growing in Christ, understanding and appreciating His Spirit's presence and guidance in our life takes time and effort.  The Holy Spirit helps us to learn at grow at the individual pace we can handle, once we have decided to embrace Him to LET Him help us.
	The HS wants to help us to do what Jesus asked his disciples today:  keep my commandments.    He wants to be invited in to help, like a tutor or yesteryear's doctor on a house-call.  The Holy Spirit is neither a gate crasher nor a storm trooper.  For Him to do His job we need to decide that we want and need his assistance and will give him the elbow room "where he dwelleth".  Once we do we will see more and more of him, and then even more and more.  Amen.  +

	
