(Rogation 2026o)

Announcements:   

Rogation Sunday--this Sunday--along with the three days following it (the days before the Ascension of our Lord) traditionally have been called “Rogationtide”.  Rogationtide has two emphases.  It recognizes that nature can be GOOD to us or BAD to us.  


Because Mother Nature can be fickle, as we see in April tornadoes and May blizzards, a period of “beseeching” the Lord for good harvests became known as Rogationtide.  Pretty much all societies have sought divine help for their ever important crops.  The Romans besought the god of blight, Robigo [row-bih-go].  In fact, the word Rogation comes  from the Latin word “rogare” [row-gahr-eh], to implore, or to beseech.  

We know from experience the devastation drought, disease, and flood can wreak upon crops.  So, asking God for his blessings upon all our crops and gardens—as one does in such services--is a perfect antidote to modern urban complacency so much food is pre-prepared.. As an aside, I remember reading of a Catholic priest (I believe in Nebraska) who was also a pilot loading up a crop-duster with Holy Water to bless his parishioners’ fields.

“In the world ye shall have tribulation:  but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”
+


Just before His Passion to save mankind Jesus gave his disciples a final “pep talk”.  He stressed that by following Him they would have troubles in this world, which they did.  But he also emphasized that they should be confident, be “of good cheer”, knowing that he had overcome the world.


We know in our own lives that being a Christian means challenges and problems, sometimes genuine tribulations.  At our workplace non-believers can plan and lay traps hoping to get us angry or into trouble.  We do not get their luxury of having time to plan our response.  Usually, we must react on the spot and pray that we do what's right.  At home, school, or work we learn early on that even telling the hard truth can hurt peoples' feelings and cause us no end of problems.


Helping, caring, and providing for others can bring a seemingly endless array of headaches upon us.  Parents, and perhaps mothers in particular, are constantly worried about what can go wrong.  At first the issue is, “Is my baby inside alright?”  

After counting fingers and toes upon birth, issues revolve around  providing the best we can;  and, yes, discipline.  “Is the child's nutrition alright?  Is this education what it should be?  What is he learning about God?  Are we and our friends setting good examples or bad?”  Where did she learn THAT word?

Needless to say, once they become teenagers the worries do not end, especially once they get a hold of the car.  When behavior is inappropriate or wrong discipline worries center around whether to be strict or “to cut him some slack this time”.  Finally, taking care of aged parents or dear friends presents a new slew of choices, chores, worries and stresses.


Many in society flee from all these pains and cares to just follow the fun.  “If it feels good, do it!”  This outlook leads to hedonism and self-centeredness.  We see this in the “celebrated” high lives of our times in celebrities such as Taylor Swift or, to go back some in time, Hugh Hefner.


Yet turning away from trying to do good and caring about others first does not lead to a life free of pain.  One only needs to visit the checkout lines to see the copious articles about the problems befalling modern America's spotlighted heros:  drugs, booze, divorce, weight problems, early death, and of course jail are only just a few.  Perhaps by Divine twist, exhaustion seems to be another problem of perpetually pursuing pleasure.


Jesus today encourages his disciples, His team, not to get down by this world's resistance to their overtures and attempts to do what is right, “to improve the place” we might say.  He is telling us also to be confident.  He tells us so we too may be at peace.


Following Jesus does bring tribulations.  While not continuous--most Christians do seem to have some fun once in a while!--any pains we experience should be tempered by remembering that we have a taste of the agony Jesus endured to save us.    
Unlike the hedonists who seek happiness through pleasure, when we follow Jesus peace and pleasure COME TO US.  We all have felt the warmth that comes from having helped someone.  Also, unlike those who seek to be happy in this world, we know that our pains and tribulations which we experience now, no matter how lengthy or painful, are not “all she wrote”.  They are not unending either.


Again, our tribulations in this world as Christians give us a taste of Jesus' sufferings for us.  Let us remember and be at peace that our leader has conquered the worst the world could dish out and finished on top.  So let us always be doers of the word, and not hearers only.  Let us think those things that are good, and by his merciful guidance perform the same.  Amen.  And once more:  Happy Easter to all!  +  
