Adv.3(2023)

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

	Last week traditionally has been called  “Bible"  Sunday within the Anglican world because of that day's Major Propers.  Today, Rose Sunday, just as easily could be called,  “Ministers' Sunday”, because of its three Propers.  All three deal with the mission of ministry.  
	But "Rose" is the most common name for this Sunday.  The Church's traditional name for today would be  “Gaudete”  (for  “Rejoice!”) Sunday from the Latin first word of the Introit at Mass. There are two such Rose Sundays during the Church year.  
The other is the fourth Sunday in Lent called  “Laetare”,  for  “Be Joyful!”.  Despite the usually somber lessons during these two seasons, these twin Sundays give a little break which allow the faithful to look forward to the great day which is approaching, be that Christmas or Easter.    
	So why Rose vestments?  Well at least for Lent’s Laetare anyway it may have started in the Roman Empire. In the Empire the festival of Rosalia [Rose-ah-lee-ah] was very popular.  Folks honored their dead ancestors and made use of roses, although violets also were used.  
	While typically held in May in some parts it was closer to Spring.  Back in the day when Europe had Catholic sovereigns the Pope would bless and send a gold rose ornament to them at this time.  While even deep in Lent flowers are allowed on the altar and organ that day.
“Art thou he who should come, or do we look for another?”  
+
Today's Gospel contains, as will next week, a question of messianic identity,  “Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?”  We should remember that when John the Baptist was in prison, just before being executed, he sent a delegation of his disciples Jesus.  They were to ask his cousin for confirmation that He indeed was the Messiah, or whether they should wait for someone else:   “do we wait for another”.  John's question underpins all of Advent and, in fact, the entire Christian year.  Is Jesus the one—the Real McCoy--or should we be waiting for another savior?  
	The Jews believe the messiah still has not arrived, unlike Christians.  Advent is a time of preparation and expectation for the birth of Jesus as our Savior.  Obviously then, if Jesus is not the one, then we truly are making "much ado about nothing".
Jesus' reply to John and his disciples actually asked them to test him.  Unlike politicians or ourselves who often tell others  “do as I say and not as I do”, Jesus said DO look at my actions:  "the blind see and the lame walk!"  
Actions do speak louder than words, a fact that Jesus knew also in his time.  What do our actions at this time of year say about our belief?  How might our actions answer John's inquiry into our own lives?  Do we believe Jesus is the Savior, or do we look for another type of savior?
	As we all know, even before Thanksgiving our society is swept into a whirlwind of  activity getting ready for Christmas.  Frenzy is an apt description for modern American Advent, although the opposite should be the case.  This superficial frenzying is nicely made fun of in the 2018 comedy which your pastor and wife love:  “The Grinch”. 
	We all have presents to buy and ship, cards to write and mail, foods to  make and order, and parties to attend.  However, many people who are NOT Christian do all the same in December as well.  
	Many nonbelievers also are frenzied this time of year, and not just with planning solstice parties.   This lengthy, hectic period is unlike any other occurrence in our lives, including entertaining our boss or planning our spouse's birthday.  The lone exception might be the the month or so before a child's wedding.  But that of course is not an annual event (hopefully).
	Our actions this season can and do display that we believe something really big and special is about to occur, even if we say we are  not caught up in the seasonal frenzy.  For  children it is easy to understand their excitement these days.   Almost all kids, whether they have been baptized or not, believe that Santa and his elves currently are working overtime; Rudolph is practicing his takeoff and landings, and Frosty is coming town if not already around.  But for adult Christians, the question becomes,  “why the commotion?”  “Do not the publicans do the same?”
	We should ponder what our Christmas preparations during Advent season say to others.  “Why is my very devout Christian neighbor in such a frenzy too”, they might ask themselves?  Everyone of course likes presents,  sweets, smiles, checks, moderate amounts of adult beverages, and even the occasional necktie or sweater.  But, perhaps with the exception of the sweater, we could have done all this in July.  
	Are we excited about the arrival of our Lord, as the classic, traditional ad states, because Jesus is the “REASON for the season”.  Or, is the second half of John's query the answer to our frantic state?  Do we  “look for another?” 
Is something more important than the anniversary of the birth of our Savior happening these days?  (Indulgence and fun instead of “comfort and joy”?” This time period can be one of almost limitless happiness from outside stimuli.
	Some of us actually might have been blessed to have experienced a poor Christmas or two in our lives, perhaps when money was tight as a child or starting out in life.  Now, not having much money can be a curse in many ways, but it can afford one the opportunity to give much more TIME to Jesus.  Having lots of money to spend can lead to a lot of spent items.
	Just visit a flea market or any second hand store, and look around.  Bargain shops with old furniture and used book shops in particular, long have been a personal weakness.  
Yet, the thought is hard to avoid while wandering the jammed aisles of these store that each one of these items, from the wooden golf clubs to the 8 track tapes, to Betamaxes, to the coffee cup that looks like a donkey, once upon a time had been a "must have" for ourselves or The PERFECT GIFT for someone.  
	At such shops one witnesses the tons of  money spent trying to make others happy, to bring someone else joy (itself a good).  But satisfying our own passions only make us happy for a moment, and then we are bored again.  This message is confirmed every day at any mall in America.  It is a message of boredom amidst limitless pleasure. 
Or maybe it is in fact as T.S. Eliot wrote about  “faces in a subway car” long, long before cell phones:  people "distracted from distraction by distraction".  In other words, as we see today:  anything to keep silence away.  Silence is today's great, feared ghost.  (Silence lets in the Holy Spirit after all.)
  	Christian theology teaches that our subjective or emotional end in life indeed is to be happy.  One can not really will himself to be miserable.  
Instead of continual self indulgence though, the only way to become content, happy, and full of peace—the so called “meaning of life”-- is simply to try to be what the Lord wants us to be.  To seek to have our life reflect what Jesus was hoping we would be.  This though requires prayer and quiet with Jesus, the PRINCE of Peace.  
	This quiet focus is appropriate for Advent.  The season after all begins with Isaiah reading Israel the riot act of all the devastation which is coming their way.  We have heard it in the OT lessons until this Sunday, but also in weekday readings.  None of the OT lessons have been happy or upbeat.  	
	Our Sunday seasonal Gospels have not been much happier.  They recalled Jesus cleansing the Temple, speaking of the end of the universe, and today of John the Baptist being in prison.  Somewhat out of time sequence next week, we will hear of John being interrogated by Temple officials. 
All of these suggest to us, or should, the need to cleanse our temple and to look for signs of Jesus' presence in the world and our lives.  While not depressing they are suggestive of the need for quiet reflection and certainly not cause for merriness.
Focusing on Jesus, a King born without a festive tree, without a sweater, an I-Pad, tablet, smart-phone, television, or fruitcake, and what he hopes we will become can focus Advent like a laser on how to live life.      
Knowing that we are trying to live our life in the manner our Creator hopes brings internal strength and joy.  The strength from the growing inner aid of the Holy Spirit while the joy inside from the gift of everlasting Salvation which is coming into view.   	
	Needless to say, Christ's gift made available to each of us is  the biggest present under any tree, any year, every year.  Centering ourselves daily on the real reason for the season in all our actions these remaining days will  help us to “cast away the works of darkness and put on the armor of light” as our seasonal collect states.  
We then will manifest, correctly, to the world that:  YES, we do in fact have a reason to be so busy.  It is Jesus, not the big guy in the red, lounge suit with all the momentary delights he has.  Rather, our Savior who saves us from the void of death “is coming to town", and to the world.  He is the Messiah  and, NO, we do NOT look for another.    AMEN.	 +


