Advent1(2025)

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  I hope all had a Happy and restful Thanksgiving!...
Today usually would be the feast of St. Andrew.  He is regarded as the first Apostle because as a follower of John the Baptist he found and brought his brother Peter--the Rock--to the Lord.  His birthday establishes the new church year but is not itself the beginning of the new Church year.  Thus, St. Andrew ends up as either the last saint of the church year or the first saint of the year, as he will be tomorrow.
Advent began to be observed by the Church first in the 400s in parts of Spain and France. It was initially calculated from St. Martin de Tours Day on November 11th.    The new Church year begins now on the Sunday closest to St. Andrew's birthday which is November 30th.  If the 30th is a Wednesday, Advent begins on Sunday November 27th.  
	St. Andrew recognized Jesus as the Messiah immediately upon John saying, "Behold the Lamb of God".  After the apostles split up to preach the Gospel throughout the known world Andrew preached in Byzantium, Istanbul, over the Black Sea area and a lot of what became the Eastern Roman empire.  For this reason, he has been the Patron saint of several nations:  (a bit surprising today) Russia and Ukraine, and Romania.  
St. Andrew was executed in Patras on the Northern coast of Peloponnesia, the southwestern area of modern day Greece.  He was bound but not nailed to an "X" shaped cross which has become his symbol.  Relics of St. Andrew are spread over Europe but primarily enshrined in Patras, Amalfi, Italy, Edinburgh, and Warsaw.
“All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet....”  +
	Happy New Year!  Advent is a time of preparation for the arrival of our Savior.  It is a time to “cast away” the “works of darkness and put on the armor of light” as our seasonal collect written by Abp. Cranmer himself, borrowing heavily from our Epistle. 
	You might have been surprised to have heard the Lesson from our Palm Sunday processional as our Gospel for today. Yet, while it makes obvious sense to read it on that Sunday, its symbolism makes it also quite appropriate for this Sunday.  
Again, we not only are kicking off a new year but beginning our three and a half weeklong preparations, not just of baking and stringing colored lights, but spiritual preparations of prayer and fastings, for the Nativity of Christ the King.  
	There is an aspect of penance and abstinence (e.g. such as from parties) to this season as we “repent…for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand”.  But, there also is an aspect of preparation for Jesus’ birth as we are to:  “prepare ye the way of the Lord make straight in the desert a highway for our God”.  
Since we have “work to do” violet, the same color as in Lent, traditionally has been used since the early church. The later medieval color of Sarum blue (from the English Church) seen even in many Catholic parishes today, emphasizes HOPE.
Yet, while hope inspires, we need also to prepare spiritually not only for the commemoration of Jesus' First coming.  We of course need to remain vigilant spiritually also for whenever our Lord decides to come the Second time in His great glory.  Again, more work, and another reason for using violet instead of medieval blue.
	Now, there are twin symbols in our Gospel passage today.  First that of Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem and then of his cleansing of the Temple, both of which had been predicted in books of the Old Testament.  
As I may have mentioned before, St. Matthew's Gospel account was aimed at the Jewish audience in Palestine with the essential theme being that Jesus had been their long expected, long-awaited Messiah.  Thus, his account is filled with citations from the Old Testament to make the case that the Jewish people really had goofed and killed the One for whom they so eagerly had awaited for over a millennium.
	The prophet Zechariah about 550 years earlier had foretold that the Messiah would arrive just as Jesus did in Jerusalem:  “Rejoice...O daughter of Jerusalem, behold thy king cometh...lowly and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”  Since the days of King David new kings of Israel had ridden into Jerusalem upon a donkey as a symbol of earthly humility which became also a symbol of earthly kingship.  
	A colt on the other hand was a young horse that had not been broken in spirit and thus was regarded in the Middle East as a symbol of  a victor in battle which means... the end of warfare and beginning of…peace.  Thus, Jesus entered Jerusalem in fulfillment of the Prophet's foretelling as:  the King of Peace.
	Elsewhere in the Old Testament the glorious arrival of the Messiah into Jerusalem had been foretold.  Jerusalem was noted throughout the region for its mighty and ancient gates around the city.  In Psalm 24, which our hymnal borrows in this season, talks about:  “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;  and the King of glory shall come in….” 
	Besides the symbolism of Christ's arrival as the, soon to be, victor over death, the King of Peace for mankind, there is the symbolism of his cleansing of the Temple. Over 600 years before and just before the Babylonian Captivity, the prophet Jeremiah had complained that the Temple had become, as Jesus himself quoted and which is a famous phrase today coming from the King James Bible:  become “a den of thieves”.  
	The prophet Malachi less than 500 years before Jesus, the last of the Old Testament prophets until John the Baptist, had foretold that someday the Lord would come unexpectedly to HIS Temple and purify the sons of Levi (the priesthood) until they presented  “right offerings”.  
As we know from our Gospel, this is exactly what Jesus did during those final days.  According to Chapter 2 of St. John's Gospel, Jesus actually made a whip of cords to "encourage" the moneychangers to get moving and exit the premises: pronto. 
	The moneychangers took the common coinage of the realm, which were either Roman or Greek coins, and converted them into approved Jewish coinage which the Temple authorities required so that pilgrims could buy the appropriate sacrificial animal within the Temple premises with “clean” money.  It bore an image of the pagan god Melquart.  Why his image was okay but not Caesar’s?  “Well…, anybody but him!!”
The whole arrangement was perfect for “highway robbery” not simply because the moneychangers charged a commission. Unblemished animals sold in downtown Jerusalem for 5-10% of the price charged within the Temple grounds, but Temple authorities required “approved” vendors. 
	Beyond the prophecies of Jeremiah and Malachi though, the people of Jerusalem would have remembered from much more recent history that of the Jewish revolutionary leader Judas Maccabeus, only 200 years back.  The Seleucid [seh-lu-sid] ruler from around Persia, the wicked Antiochus Epiphanies (who appears in 2nd Maccabees) had conquered Israel and sought to make it a Greek land.  
He intentionally defiled the Temple by having pigs slaughtered there and turning the Temple's chambers into brothels to Greek gods.  Judas Maccabeus, led an army of insurrectionists in revolt and ultimately prevailed in getting the Temple restored and “cleansed”.  (Ritual “cleansing” is still done when a church or chapel has been defiled.)
	And so, it is most appropriate indeed to hear this Gospel passage about Jesus' first coming in a, quickly to fade, moment of earthly glory proclaiming his kingship as we PREPARE for the arrival of our Lord in his Nativity in less than a month.  
But, beyond the inspiration which hearing this triumphal passage provides us spiritually, the passage provides also a solemn warning to the Church and its members:  the Lord CARES about what goes on in his house, a house of prayer.  
	He cares about our worship, about “right offering”.  He is not tolerant of inappropriate behavior in HIS house, such as renting the nave of a cathedral for a rock birthday bash.  The same might be said for prayers of consecration being offered these days in some “Christian” churches in the name also of Mohammed and or Buddha.
	And so this is why we here in our little congregation and our small Province stay with what the Church has done for ages, if not from the very beginning.   We teach what the One, undivided Church of Christ taught from its inception, through the first Seven Church councils, the First Millennium, up to the Reformation.  Most of these beliefs are nicely summarized in our Nicene Creed.  
	We also worship in a manner respectful of Church teaching and traditions.  Until fifty-five years ago most of Western Christianity worshiped in a fairly similar manner whether one was in a Lutheran, Roman, Episcopalian or Methodist church.  
Take away the Latin and the Roman liturgy of the early 1960s is very close to ours, one of Reformed Catholicism.  Except for the prayers of Consecration, the Episcopalian, Methodist, and Lutheran liturgies of that decade were quite similar.  
	Our churches reflect traditional theology in style; some even are cruciform (built in the shape of a cross). As we walk down the central aisle to our seat we recall our journey through life, from our infant beginnings at baptism in the back to the tabernacle up front (our union with Christ).
	Likewise, we offer prayers in a respectful manner, tone, and tongue, not as one might behave or speak on a street corner with a pal.  Our utterances and demeanor in church hearken to being at court, or the White House, or Buckingham Palace. 
This also was commonplace throughout the Western Church until the early ‘70s. We sing hymns which have stood the test of time, many of which were written by saints or composed by humanity's greatest composers.  We use as our book for prayer both here and in our homes one unique in Christendom (90% of which is directly out of the King James Bible) a classic of English literature:  the 1928 Book of Common Prayer.  
	Our Bible is held in admiration, even by non-believers, for its English prose which—a bit like the film Casablanca--includes many expressions in common use today, such as “the blind leading the blind”, “the powers that be” and “the salt of the earth”.  Not surprisingly, our church's heritage includes most of the greatest English language authors, from Chaucer and Shakespeare to Churchill, T. S. Eliot and C.S. Lewis.  It was the faith of almost all our nation's founders and eleven presidents.  
	In summary, we do not chase fads but instead focus on being true to Church tradition and theology.  We here try always to offer the very best that we have.  It may seem a “widow's mite” (yet another common expression today) in comparison to what famous places such as the Vatican, or St. Thomas in Manhattan or King's College offer in praise.  Yet, nonetheless, we offer the best that WE have, to give Thanks-Giving, to worship the Lord  “rightly”, and that is:  “in the beauty of Holiness”.    
	In conclusion, let us make our seasonal collect, our daily prayer, something we do actually recite each day until Christmas.  For when we pray daily for the Holy Spirit to help us to "cast off" our own “works of darkness”—things we don’t want anyone else to know about--we seek help to see more clearly the evil in the world (and around us) and also realize the need for a spiritual suit of armor.  	
Then, at Christmas with Christ's arrival we can put on His armor of light which not only protects and allows us to see even better, but also enables us to fight better as one of Christ's soldiers.  Armor which we shall wear until, as we see at the end of our collect, until “we may rise to life immortal”, at Christ's Second Coming.  We will not need it anymore then.  Amen.  	+ 

