St.Matthew(2025)

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

“Follow me.”    +
	Tomorrow is the feast of St. Matthew, also called Levi by Luke and Mark.  Our Gospel recounts his “call” by Jesus.  Perhaps with St. Mary Magdalene, St. Matthew should be everyone's favorite saint from among those who knew Jesus personally.
	She was a great sinner, and he a tax collector.  Yet, despite their past they are mighty in the pantheon of the saints.  Both teach, to anyone who will pay attention anyway (which is the subject for today), that no one is beyond redemption, none beyond hope.
	Now tax collectors are never liked.  Unlike a birthday or Christmas card, no one hopes to see an envelope from the Department of Revenue or the IRS in his mailbox, with the lone exception probably being one’s tax refund check.  
	But in Jesus' day publicans truly were despised in a manner not likely  the case today.  Just as now there were many types of taxes or fees in Palestine.  There was a Ground tax or a tithe of production; there was a head tax on each person; there was an income tax of 1%.  But these were statutory taxes and thus not susceptible to lining ones pockets.
	Other taxes provided that "ability" to collectors, the publicans, because of their varying amounts.   There was a varying percentage tax on imported and exported goods; there were tolls to use certain roads and certain bridges or to enter certain marketplaces.  There was a tax on pack animals and also on wheels, axles, and a tax on buying or selling anything.  
Then there were certain products which were government monopolies, such as in Egypt with papyrus, and beer.  Not surprisingly then, rich folks and businesses often paid bribes to keep their fees and taxes down.
	Because of the nature of their work, their extortion, and their working for the conquering Romans, publicans were grouped with murderers and robbers and not allowed to be witnesses in any legal case in Palestine, and also were not allowed at synagogue.  They actually were grouped with unclean animals and thus shunned, according to the Book of Leviticus.
	While despised, their compensation was quite good.  Many publicans became very wealthy (wealth nicely portrayed in the series The Chosen).  
So, it was a fairly cushy job that Matthew gave up to follow Jesus.  
Yet, that is what he did.  Jesus passed by and said "follow me" and St. Matthew retired from his day job.  These two words “follow me” are the final words our Lord said to Jesus.  And of course they are his words, his invitation, daily to each of us.  
	Unquestionably Matthew would have heard about Jesus from others before their encounter.  But when Matthew looked at Jesus something "clicked", and that was that; he was done with his old life.  The first thing he did was throw a feast for Jesus, inviting other publicans and sinners.  (Perhaps Matthew and others saw something in Jesus' face?)
We might remember from Luke that another tax collector, Zacchaeus, simply saw Jesus and did the same thing.  He came down from the sycamore tree; he repented, and repayed folks he had cheated four times what he had taken and promised also to give half his wealth to the poor.  The other Apostles also just "up and left" their old jobs too.  
	As we know people do not simply;  just leave their life, their career, behind and do something completely different on the spot unless one has been very unhappy in his field until then.  Most likely Matthew hated his job, and hated being hated.  
	In addition to whatever he noticed in Jesus himself, Matthew probably saw the Lord's call to him as a chance to start over and "begin a new life".  After the feast he had prepared for Jesus in his house which drew scorn from the Pharisees there is no other reference to him in the Gospels. 
	Matthew had a second chance at life and made the most of it.  Mary Magdalene got a second chance at life again and is regarded as the Apostle to women, even the Apostle to the apostles!  
A young man from Nain also got a second chance at new life.  We have no information about what became of him, although no one would be surprised if he had become a disciple of Jesus even without being personally invited to “follow me”.
	Yet, in this, his new life, Matthew became not only an Apostle but also one of four evangelists.  In fact, he and St. John were the only men who were both Apostles and Evangelists, although it is reasonable to call the Gospel of Mark, St. Peter's Gospel.
	In the decades after Jesus' death St. Matthew tried to convince the Jews that they had been wrong and had killed their messiah.  Indeed, this is the tenor of his whole Gospel which is replete with OT references. 
Church fathers recount that after the Apostles split up to spread the Gospel that Matthew stayed for 15 years more years in Judea preaching before he ventured into other lands.  Later Church writers and even some Muslim writings recount that Matthew ventured into greater Persia. But he appears to have been martyred in Ethiopia.  His major shrine is in Salerno on the southwestern coast of the Adriatic Sea in Italy.
	St. Matthew lost what financial planners call "a great income stream", a comfortable job, and financial security, everything modern people crave.  But he gained honor and destiny.  He probably found a peace and a joy that he never had experienced collecting taxes and accumulating his wealth.  
While a natural patron saint for tax collectors and other civil servants, St. Matthew also is one for bankers and accountants.  But, given our society's all consuming focus on wealth, security, and comfort, he really is a patron saint for our secular, materialist age.  He let go of the safe and comfortable to follow Jesus the remainder of his life. 
	A great opportunity can produce its own great energy.  Handel's greatest masterpiece his "Messiah" was written in only three weeks.  Mozart's astounding Requiem Mass was crafted in almost no time at all.  The light of the Gospel radiating through one’s life will energize as nothing else can.  It produces its own joy and radiance.  Monastics attest to that with tremendous joy in their (very) simple lives.
To summarize: no one is beyond redemption or hope, not Matthew, not Mary Magdalene, not Zacchaeus, not the shooter of Charlie Kirk.  What might help us is to keep in mind our collects from earlier seeking an increase in “faith, hope and charity” and granting “us grace to forsake all covetous desires, and inordinate love of riches”.   Amen.  +


	
