Trinity 12


In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti. Amen.
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Salvation.
 I believe that it is natural, when we think about prayer, that we automatically think also of salvation. I mean, for us humans, we expect to get a return from our services, just like when we go to the grocery store we expect a gallon of milk in trade for our currency. And so it is with prayer. When giving praise and glory to God, and in petitioning Him for something, we just naturally expect that something good will come of our intentions. The short-term gratification may be healing, or other earthly things, but generally we assume we will receive that and more when we pray. A bonus from God, as it were.  And that bonus is salvation.
Webster defines salvation as “the saving of a person from sin or its consequences, especially in the life after death”.   But we can’t consider our personal salvation without thinking about God’s love for us; it seems to go hand-in-hand.  In St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (2:5) he speaks to us about God’s love, saying:

“Even when we were dead in sins, (he) hath quickened us together with Christ, 
by Grace ye are saved.”  
And it goes further in verse 8, saying:

“For by grace ye are saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves,
 it is the gift of God”.

Thinking about the wonderful hope of salvation, let’s look at the second reading in Morning Prayer today. St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians (2:12) says:

“Wherefore my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling”.

“Hey, wait a minute Father; didn’t you say that I got this salvation thing like, automatically, right?”

Well, not entirely.  By ourselves, we could never be good enough to attain salvation, that part is certainly correct.  But it’s not a box of Cracker-Jacks, either. In Cracker-Jacks, you buy caramel popcorn, and nuts, and just expect a little red plastic whistle to jump out of the box too. Salvation is not like that.  Jesus offers us the opportunity to receive the whistle of eternal salvation, but by our actions we can refuse the gift.

In Romans (14:10b), we are reminded that we will be held accountable for our actions here on earth. On that great day: 

“We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”

You see, every one of us here today already have two appointments made for us which we most assuredly will keep, whether we want to or not.  The book of Hebrews reminds us that:  (Hebrews 9:27)


        “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”

Our first appointment is with the death of our earthly body. And after that engagement, we go directly to the next.  The Judgment.  I quote this not to make us afraid, but to make us aware. 

We must work out our salvation by continuing our relationship with Jesus, and not for just a short moment, but persevering until the end.  As it says in Hebrews (4:1) we must do so with care and circumspection, lest we come up short.  And just what prior presumptions have we made about our own salvation? 
--------------------------

 Unfortunately, many of them lean precariously away from God, not toward Him.  All we need to do is to look around today at the many doctrines currently being taught by those alleged “church leaders” and then compare them to what God tells us in the bible. If we do that, we can see a great difference.  Our Lord warns us in the Gospel of Saint Mark (7:7): 


“And in vain they worship me, teaching as doctrines the worship of men.”

Can we say that all the many doctrines which are out there these days come from God? With all the contradictory information and questions about which is right, who is right, we have to wonder just who is speaking God’s word and who is speaking man’s word?  1st Cor: 14:3 says to us that:

“God is not the author of confusion.”

He is not going to set us up for failure with mixed messages and false doctrine if we, with a sincere heart, truly listen to Him. He is not going to give a different message to those living in the 1th century than He plans for those living in the 21st century.  So then where does all this confusion and mixed messages and changing church practices come from? If not from God, it must be from the actions of man.

---------------------------
In the book of Acts, St. Luke is speaking of the Jewish council, and he clearly explains that we ought to obey God rather than man.  This is a beautiful passage that I think, when Jesus heard the accounted words of Peter from heaven, He thought “Well, those apostles finally got it right!  (Acts 5:24-32) (Although I encourage everyone to begin with v14 for further understanding)  You see, the apostles were doing exactly what Jesus commanded them to do, they were spreading the word.  They had so convinced the population that Jesus was the Christ, the one promised and foretold in the OT, that the believers were bringing their sick brethren and laying them in the street, so that:

“At least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of 
them.”

How about that for a true expression of faith? They so believed in the salvation through Jesus Christ that they hoped that even the passing shadow of an apostle could save their friend.
The passage continues to tell us that the Sadducees were so threatened by the actions of the apostles that they threw them in prison.  But the angel of the Lord opened the prison door for them, and told them to return into the temple and continue preaching God’s word.  My point here is to highlight what comes next.  The Sadducees went into the temple and confronted them, saying “Did we not straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name?” Peter and the other apostles confidently retorted: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” And then they witnessed to everyone who would listen, not only of their friend and Savior Jesus, but of His Father and of the Holy Ghost. 
------------------------------
Brethren, we need to be very careful with our souls in these perilous times. We are told in St. John’s Gospel 12:48); 

          “The word which I have spoken will judge him on the last day.”

The word which God has given to us is His love letter, His holy scripture, the Bible, and that text will be the guideline on which we will be judged. So, in talking about our own personal salvation, if I or anyone else can’t point it out, can’t make a case using the Bible as the reference text,  be very, very cautious about believing it!  There is entirely too much at stake.


“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world and lose his 

own soul? (Matthew 16:26)
----------------------------------

So there you have it. A brief primer on salvation to brood upon this week.  The words “worthy” or “deserving” don’t enter into the picture. For us Christians, receiving God’s grace should be better than winning the lottery every day. And the words on that lottery ticket are like our communion verse.

“Lord, I am not worthy that I should come under thy roof, but speak the 
words only and my soul shall be healed.”
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