Tr11(2025-12)
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

“The Pharisee stood and prayed…God, I thank thee that I am not as other men are…or even as this publican”    +

Today’s Gospel provides a nice opportunity to talk about prayer and especially worship.  One point needs to be made about worship from the start.  And that is... that worship is the one thing WE can give to God.  The Lord already created the universe and holds all together by His hands.  The one matter which is ours to give, or not, is our love, our worship.

This is a purpose of worship, of going to churc; going to Mass; goin’ to preachin’ which seems much neglected today in our consumerist society.  Everywhere we go and whatever we do in life the focus always is on "what's in it for me?"  (Okay, the Apostles showed a touch of that too.)
If we go to a gourmet store, it is to find something especially pleasing to us.  If we go to a ball game, it is to derive pleasure.  If we go to a movie or restaurant, it is to have a good time. Sadly, most people go to church just for what they can get out of it:  We come to church to be educated, uplifted, comforted; to make business contacts, find companionship, or even a spouse.  


Now any church should be helping folks accomplish at least some of these goals, none of which is bad and several of which are highly important.  But, worship of the Lord, giving Him something; doing something for Him is frequently lacking both in modern liturgies and church calendars which focus primarily on giving the congregant want he wants.  

We may have heard your pastor saying before that "the danger to the best is always the second best".  Needless to say, the devil is delighted when Christians are busy only with stuff of interest to them and NOT busy worshiping the Creator.

Are we not often like the Pharisee in our Gospel today?  We only superficially worship the Lord.  Maybe we hurry through our prayers with something else on our mind.  Or, maybe we do come to church, but our mind is elsewhere.  (Our former seminary dean here would point out with a big grine that daydreaming at least proves the existence of a spiritual realm.  But, I digress.)  

The Pharisee's prayer opened sounding like a Thanksgiving: "O Lord I thank thee that thou has not made me as other men".  But, quickly it turned into a recitation of how great he was. As with America today, it was all about him.


Whether it is all about him or all about us the center of attention is too small.  When we focus upon ourselves we only compare to others we know.  How are we doin' compared to Jim or Patti next door?  This leads to envy and jealousy, and "putting people down" which sounds a bit like violence.

If we start thinking that we are doing pretty well compared to others, we tend to get to being proud or boastful.  While it is not boastful for Olympic sprinter Usain Boalt to tell people that he was the fastest runner in the world--because he was--it could easily become such if said to try to hurt someone else.  As with all human actions, it is "the thought that counts".


Now, the opposite of pride is humility which is at the root of Christianity.  Jesus made himself  "of no reputation", as St. Paul put it.  Our Lord only had one day of human glory, Palm Sunday.  His Passion, his teachings, and his ministry were humility incarnate.


Humility before God is a recurrent theme of the Bible.  In our Old Testament Psalm, number 115, we hear, "NOT unto us, O Lord, Not unto us, but unto thy name give the praise".

The Lord brings down the proud.  He, through Moses, showed Pharaoh who really was "the boss" on earth.  When Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar would not heed Daniel's warning and show humility before Yahweh, the King went insane for seven years, as David had foretold, and lived outside the palace confines as a wild beast.  After the seven years he came to his senses, as predicted, and then the rest of his days he DID praise the real ruler of the world:  Yahweh.


Conversely, humility before the Lord is rewarded in the Bible. David was shorter and not as fair of appearance as his brothers, yet the Lord chose him to take over for Saul.  The Virgin Mary said, "be it unto me according to thy word” and became the mother of our Lord.  It was her "yes" that changed human history.

Humility was on display in the prayer of the Publican, a tax collector, in our Gospel.  While the religious leader, the Pharisee, was full of himself, the Publican would not even look up to heaven.  He also smote his chest, and asked the Lord to be merciful to him, a sinner.


Humility before the Lord comes from comparing ourselves not to others, but to the Lord.  Mr. Boalt was indeed the quickest man in the world, but snail-like compared to an angel on a mission.  

Humility keeps our relationships in order, first, with the Almighty.  "It is he who hath made us and not we ourselves", goes Psalm 100, the Jubilate Deo.  We are the created beings, just as a child might create a drawing or make a tea-cup.  We need much from Him, while all we can give Him is our love, our worship.

Humility also keeps our relationships in order with others:  humans and other creatures.  By seeing how far short we are of perfection we do not put other people down or become jealous of what they temporarily possess within…“time”.  We do not try to hurt other people or animals and respect, while making use of, things on the earth.

St. Paul easily could have given into pride after all that he had been through, everywhere he had preached, and all the churches he had started.  But, instead, in our Epistle he was giving the glory to God.  He recognized that it was not he that had "labored so", but the grace of God within him.


There are ways to develop humility, to grow more humble even in our me-centered society.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is very powerful in getting a proper perspective of things, especially when reinforced with daily confession at prayers.  Beyond that, certain activities can help make us more humble, like cleaning toilets in a hospital as Cardinal O’Connor of New York would do on Friday nights. 

An easy way to grow into greater humility is simply by thanking God much more often.  When one sees a beautiful sunset or sunrise one can say, "Thank you God".   This shows we recognize who really did something beautiful.  When we do something "great". such as passing an important test, or winning a contest, giving the glory for our success to God ultimately IS correct.  Thus, “Tebowing” is not sinful, unless done for bragging.


Praising God in even little things that go right during the day also is a powerful way of building humility because we recognize each time that it is the Lord who keeps us alive and kicking.  
Michael Medved, a Jewish film commentator and talk show host, has written about the propriety of displays of Thanksgiving.  He pointed out that traditional Jews have prayers which they recite for even very mundane accomplishments, such as successfully going to the toilet.


Our Lord routinely used children as role models for getting into heaven.  He did that because young children are trusting and naturally humble.  Their humility flows from innately knowing their weakness, and they possess a natural inclination to trust authority: "mom will know".


God detests human pride because of what it did to His creation.  He had created the Garden of Paradise and perfection. Then one day Adam and Eve decided that maybe God was hiding something from them, maybe God did not REALLY care about them.  So, they decided they knew best. Shortly thereafter the human work week began.

So, pride can keep one from entering heaven, but humility is the gate-key.  This point was driven home majestically in an event European  news covered about 14 years ago.


In 1991 the crown prince of the old Habsburg empire, Otto von Habsburg, died at the age of 95.  He was just a toddler when his parents, the Emperor and Empress of Austria, were sent away to the Crimea in exile after World War I.  In the years after WWII, Otto returned and became an important figure in Austria and postwar Europe.  

He received Austria's first imperial funeral in almost a century.  Such pomp was not witnessed again until Queen Elizabeth's death--indeed almost all of Europe's royals attended both funerals.   The majestic music and liturgy concluded with a citywide Procession to the Imperial crypt in Vienna.  

Upon arriving, there was a stately rapping of a majestic staff against the crypt's massive doors.  Monks in attendance inside, in time honored tradition, asked who sought entry therein .  Then commenced a minute long recitation of Prince Otto's many hereditary titles.  The monks replied simply, "we know him not".  
Another rapping and query was followed by another lengthy  reading of Otto's many honors since WWII, to which the monks again replied, "we know him not".  

A third rapping occurred.  Again, the question came, "who seeks entry".  This time the answer given was: "Otto, a mortal and sinful man".  The reply this time from inside was:  "then let come in."    Amen.   +
