Third Sunday after Easter

1st St. Peter, 2:11
In Nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus Sancti. Amen.
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Our Epistle reading today from St. Peter’s first letter talks about submission.  In todays world this word may have some negative implications, as we think this word is a synonym for other words like subjection, or subordination, something being forced on us.


But as Christians, submission is voluntary, and in this context, I also get a sense that it is calling us to simplify our lives, to cut out the clutter that we fill our lives with, and find a more humble place to honor God. In this Epistle, St. Peter encourages us to even submit when we are being persecuted, and continue to trust in God, to live such good lives that we prove by our actions that we glorify God. And Peter also encourages us to abstain from all sinful desires which he says: “War against our Soul”.

Let’s think about that phrase for a moment. “Abstain from sinful desires which war against our Soul”.  Unfortunately, in today’s world, we have a very clear picture of just what war is all about.  We have the war on drugs, on crime, on gangs, on poverty, we have cell phone wars. It goes on and on. So just what exactly does St. Peter want us to avoid?  I don’t believe that anyone here want to put our souls in jeopardy; we don’t want to have anything as serious as a war between the world and our soul. But how does that translate into our individual lives? We all still want to enjoy the pleasures that this life offers.  Is a small skirmish ok? Just what level of abstinence is he talking about? At just what level do we draw the line in our lives?  


There are so many examples that we could consider, but it all comes down to one question which we humans grapple with when we consider abstaining from sinful desires:  “Just how bad can I be and still be in God’s good graces”?  How much of the world, which, after all, He did make for us to enjoy, can I experience without placing my soul in danger” This is a question that I think all of us do battle.


So just what will we allow ourselves to submit to?  Is our conscience strong enough to tell us when we are approaching a line which should not be crossed? Or are we to avoid everything could lead to temptation, and experience nothing? And if we do that, aren’t we are 
avoiding a shared experience with a fellow traveler who won’t learn by our potentially “good example?


St. Peter tells us to submit to every authority instituted by man for the Lord’s sake, that when we are disobedient to man’s law, we are indirectly disobeying God, who has ordained this whole system of human government. In submitting to authority on earth, we are providing the greater good for humankind, and this is necessary to best fulfill the will of God in this world. But this command is also assuming that we have proper, legitimate authorities leading and guiding us on all levels, as our obedience to a civil authority must never be in violation to the laws of God.


The last sentence of the Epistle says, “Show proper respect to everyone; love the brotherhood of believers; fear God; honor the king”. Certainly a mixed bag of commands. Is it even humanly possible to do all these things at the same time? 


Today I ask you to consider taking a different point of view on this question. When we are told to submit ourselves to every ordinance of man, I think that St. Peter may be suggesting to us that, in the scope of eternity, all things here on earth are just minor annoyances and bumps in the road until we reach heaven.  Submit; relishing the good things that happen and accepting the bad things which will occur as well.  But we should raise our awareness to view these things as almost an “out of body” experience. Cognitively being aware of the things here on earth that are occurring, but not letting it over-influence our lives, which should be centered on Jesus.  Yes, we are “in this world”, our physical bodies interact with everything around us, but there must be something more, we must not be “of this world”. So when things on earth, good and bad, happen, keep the face of Jesus before you.  Think more “annoying mosquito” and less “devastating tornado” to the earthly things. We must not allow anything, good –or- bad, to so cloud our reality that we no longer see the one truly important thing which is Christ Jesus.
Let me end this message with the words stated by Pope Saint John Paul II, which I believe accurately sums up St. Peter’s epistle on submission:

“Freedom consists not in doing what we like, but in having the freedom

to do what we ought to do.”
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