Advent I
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“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain, Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh.  For it is nigh at hand.”    Joel 2:1

We have now reached the first day of our church year. Advent has been called a “little Lent”, and is meant to be a time of quiet preparation before the celebration of the birth of our Savior on Christmas Day.  It should be a time of reflection on our lives, and an acknowledgement that our death is imminent. The scripture reading from Joel, which I just read, says that we should blow a trumpet, to create a distress call.  The passion of this verse, the immediacy and urgency that it declares, is telling us to be aware, to, pay attention!

Now exactly when Joel wrote this piece of scripture is unclear.  Some scholars say 750 BC, some 450 BC.  But I believe that, despite the “date attributed to the verse”, it was written for us here today.  

It saddens me how our modern society prepares to celebrate the birth of our Savior.   We should be contemplating our life and how we have lived it so far; we should be seeing our priest to confess our sins; we should be cleansing and preparing our soul for our personal meeting of the Savior.

But, instead of reflection, we now gear up for the busiest time of the year for our personal lives, adding stress and concern which, at this time, should be filled with peace and harmony. 

It is suggested at seminary that we should consider the “end things” when speaking about Advent. Topics like death or the devil, or perhaps the redemption and salvation of our souls. We touch on these themes in Advent because it should be part of our preparation, in which to truly appreciate and anticipate the real gift of the Christmastide season….. [by the way, the 12 days of Christmas that we hear about in that song begin with December 25th, not December 14th….]
So let’s think again for a moment about the urgency in the words of the prophet Joel.  We must sound the alarm.  It is of the ultimate importance to take our battle stations to fight for the real meaning of Advent. Even if sometimes we feel that we are an “army of one”.
In St. Peter’s second epistle, (3:10) he tells us that:

 “The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the

 heathens will pass away with a great noise.” 
Are you ready today to stand before our Lord and ask to spend eternity with Him?  Are you so comfortable with the state of your soul that you are confident about being joyfully admitted into the kingdom of heaven?   So convinced that God will wrap his arms around you and say, thou good and faith servant, come ‘on in?  …. I know that I’m not… In the book of  Isaiah [55:6-7] we read: 
“Seek ye the lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near; 
let the wicked his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts:  and let him
 return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him and to our God, 
for He will abundantly pardon”.  
This passage begins a wonderful description of the covenant of grace made for us in Jesus Christ.  It tells us exactly what is required and what is promised in the covenant.  It is the classic statement of repentance; challenging both the mind and the will.  It is both negative (to forsake) and positive (to return).  And it also tells us of the immediacy which we read in Joel….. to “seek the Lord while He may be found”.…that means before it’s too late…and friends, looking at the state of the world today, I believe that it’s getting pretty late for all of us.

If we have any belief in God, we must therefore believe that the Lord will come again.  Perhaps soon….perhaps very, very soon… so….what can we do?…

I challenge all of us today to keep a good and faithful Advent. For us to try to:

1) Keep Christ in our lives and heart every second by speaking to God more frequently

by reading the bible, by asking for forgiveness and amendment of life.
2) To acknowledge that outside, the stores are already celebrating Christmas.

But we can choose to close our door to it at home, keeping out the secular, plastic Santa 
mentality and preparing ourselves and our family for a spirit filled Advent 
season. To actually light that Advent wreath that we just dusted off and placed 
on the kitchen table.  To weigh the difference between the joy of using a
brand new salad shooter against the joy of having eternal life with Jesus Christ.

The apostle Peter reminds us:  (II Peter 3:8)
 “Beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”  
That is what can be in store for all of us. Truly something to aspire to, eternal life with Jesus Christ.
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